Human/Non-Human Interface: The Emergence of New Forms of Body and Mind
Dr. Arthur Saniotis

College of Arts, Sciences and Technology

Christian University of Thailand

Abstract
Western theories of body and mind have been mainly informed by Cartesian philosophy which is presently being challenged by various scientists.  Cartesianism is one of many models that professes how human beings experience the world.  In Sam Harris’s words, the history of science and religion is a human attempt towards “exploring and modifying consciousness.”  At present, new technologies are on the verge of redefining the boundaries of human consciousness through the fusion of humans and machines, as well as gene splicing between human and non-human DNA.  What will be religion’s response to changes in human biological and cultural evolution?  This paper proposes that the insights of the medieval Islamic mystic Ibn Arabi offer a way of reconciling religion with the creation of new forms of body and mind/consciousness which will arise in the future.

